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ISSUED IN THE INTEREST OF FAMOUS PLAYERS EMPLOYEES AND ASSOCIATES COAST-TO-COAST 


JANUARY 1967 


FAMOUS PLAYERS THEATRES ARE PLEDGED TO BACK EXPO ’67 TO THE HILT! 


At a meeting in Head Office it was the unanimous decision that Famous Players’ 
theatres will go “all out’ to help exploit and sell EXPO ’67! 

The meeting appointed Dan Krendel, manager of District B, as co-ordinator of 
the campaign and he has been granted a leave-of-absence to handle this tremendously 
important job for Famous Players for the next months. He will be aided by Norman 
Barker, assistant advertising manager of Famous Players, who will represent the 
Publicity Department. Dan’s theatres will be handled by Mort Margolius. 

The project is to SELL Expo . . . and our job is to get as many Expo ’67 Passports 
into the hands of as many Canadians as humanly possible. We want every Canadian 
to visit EXPO ’67 next year! 

The time is NOW for us as Famous Players’ Canadian Showmen with 46 proud 
years of background in show business, to build an all-out effort to sell Canada to the 
Canadians! 

Every theatre on our vast circuit will be expected to co-operate ... FULLY! 

Trailers, drop-in slugs, window streamers, posters, etc. will be provided by your 
Publicity Department. 

Dan Krendel has already sent to all theatres the story on EXPO Passports, etc. 
and you’ll be filled in by regular bulletins on all phases of EXPO ’67. 

Good Luck — and happy sales promotions! 


BEN GELDSALER & HARRISON PATTE HONOURED ON THEIR RETIREMENT 


It was Famous Players’ annual luncheon 
for the Motion Picture Distributors at the 
Park Plaza hotel in Toronto recently but 
Ben Geldsaler, chief film buyer and booker 
and booker Harrison Patte stole the show! 
They announced their retirement from Fam- 
ous Players at the luncheon and were 
presented with gifts from the Company, 
their head office associates and the Dis- 
tributors. The leading personalities — Can- 
adian general managers and their assistants 
were among the invited guests. 

Mr. Bolstad presented two round trip 
tickets to Nassau ... ‘‘First class people like 
Ben and Hortense Geldsaler are entitled to 
first class accommodation,” he said. Mr. 
Bolstad read a letter from Barney Balaban, 
chairman of the board of Paramount and 
Ben’s life-long friend which read: 
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Famous Players, through Mr. Bolstad, gave Ben Geldsaler plane tickets 
to Nassau. 
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A transistor radio was presented to Ben Geldsaler by his associates at 


Head Office. The presentation was made by George Destounis. John Heggie gives Harrison Patte a transistor radio on behalf of the 


Head office staff. 


Dear Ben: 


A great deal of fine Canadian water has 
passed under the bridge since you joined 
Famous Players, and Famous Players is all the 
better for you having joined. Your record of 
service is a glowing one indeed and there will 
be a lot of people who'll miss your spirit of 
dedication and leadership when _ retirement 
time comes at the end of this month, after 43 
years. 


It is a matter of proud memory that you enjoyed 
serving the Corporation with my brother John, 
and | thank you deeply for your share in keeping 
his memory bright and shining. 


My wish for you is that you will enjoy to the full 
the fruits of your retirement, and that one of 
your greatest satisfactions will come from the 
knowledge that you did a very fine job for a 
very fine company and earned thereby the 
lasting respect of a host of co-workers. 


With warmest good wishes always, 


Sincerely, 


Barney Balaban 


George Destounis presented Ben with a 
transistor radio, the gift of his fellow- 
employees in Head Office and Haskeil 
Masters, on behalf of the Distributors gave 
Ben a gift of a Hi-Fi Stereo equipment. In 
making the presentation Haskell Masters 
paid tribute to Ben as ‘‘an honest guy who 
always represented the best interests of 
his Company.” Haskell said: ‘Thank you, 
Ben, for everything you have done for us 
through the years and the fine co-operation 
we have all enjoyed.” 

Ben made reference to his start in show 
business in 1913 as a shipper for Famous 
Players’ Film Exchange operated by Jule 
and J. J. Allen on Queen street in Toronto. 
He served with the Canadian Army over- 
seas and returned to the Allens on the road 
for Monarch Films. When the Allens went 
into theatre operation Ben was assistant 
manager of the Danforth theatre and opened 
the Parkdale theatre working in the daytime 
as assistant to Herb Allen. ‘Herb taught me 
much about show business and how to 
read the Racing Form,” he said. When 
Famous Players took over the Allen opera- 
tion Ben continued at the Parkdale and 
moved to head office as chief buyer and 
booker. Most of Ben’s 50 years in the 
business, 43 of them have been with 
Famous Players. 


Harrison Patte, head office booker, also 
announced his retirement as the end of the 
year. Patte, as he is best known, has been 
with Famous Players since 1930 but began 
his career in 1913 at Universal as shipper, 
ledgerkeeper and booker. When Paramount 
opened its office in 1919 he joined that 
company as booker and came with Famous 
Players in a similar capacity in 1930 where 
he has been ever since. 

John Heggie, in a warm speech in his 
inimitable manner, paid tribute to his fellow- 
booker, Patte, and presented him, on behalf 
of his associates in head office, with a tran- 
sistor radio. George Heiber, representing the 
Distributors, presented Patte with an electric 
razor. R.W.Bolstad, president of Famous Play- 
ers, was the host assisted by George Destounis 
his executive vice-president; Angus MacCunn, 
senior vice-president; Bob Eves and Bill 
Summerville, vice-presidents of the Western 
and Eastern Divisions and Gene Fitzgibbons 
and Ken Easton, vice-presidents of the 
Company’s Communications Divisions. 


DICK GEERING DIES IN TORONTO 


Lawrence G. Geering, who retired as 
Chief General Auditor for Famous Players 
after 46 years of service, died in Toronto 
on Christmas Day. 

Dick, as he was best known, had been 
ill for several months. He was born in 
England in 1890 and came to Canada in 
1916 and joined Famous Players in 
1920, the year of the Company’s incor- 
poration. 

Surviving Dick are two daughters, 
Beverley (Mrs. Graham Henderson) and 
Marion (Mrs. Alex Gordon.) 
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We are pleased to enclose cheque in payment of the regular quarterly dividend 
of twenty-seven and one-half cents per share, together with an extra dividend of ten 
cents per share on the shares of the Company registered in your name at the close of 
business on November 28rd, 1966. 


The following is a summary of the results of our operation for the third quarter 
and the first nine months of 1966, as compared to the same period in 1965. 


Third Quarter 


Total Operating Revenue (including 


Theatre Admissions, 


and Equipment Sales, Cable TV 


connection and service revenue and 


other income) 


Operating Expenses, Cost of Goods 


‘Sold and Administration ................ 


i AY E ® S FOR THE PERIOD ENDING OCTOBER Ist, 1966 


First Nine Months 


Operating Profit before the under- 


mentioned items ... 


Dividends Received—Affiliated com- 
panies, theatre, television and 


Oe © iste 
—Other Corporations ...................... 


Interest and Profit on Sale of 


mecurivies..°...........: 


Depreciation 


Share of Profits to Minority 


TURGPORCS esos: 
Income Taxes ........... 


NET PROFIT—Unaudited 


Earnings per Share 


With a reasonably good flow of pictures 
for our theatres during the summer months, 
we are again able to report a satisfactory 
increase in Total Income and Operating 
Profits and a corresponding increase in Net 
Earnings. Such earnings for the first nine 
months of this year are $1.33 per share, as 
compared to $1.04 per share in the same 
period in 1965. Our theatre operating results 
for the first seven weeks of the fourth 
quarter also show an improvement over the 
same period a year ago. Your Directors’ 
confidence in the future of our business is 
evidenced by the declaration of the extra 
dividend. 


At the end of the third quarter we pur- 
chased a further 25,019 Class A shares of 
United Amusement Corporation Limited, 
which brings our total interest in that Com- 
pany to slightly more than 82% of the com- 
bined Class A and B shares. The accounts of 
the United Amusement Group of Companies, 
several of which were previously owned 
jointly by your Company and United or com- 
panies in the United Group, are included in 
the results shown above beginning with the 
third quarter of 1966. 


Our Dual Auditorium Theatre in the Fair- 
view Shopping Centre in Pointe Claire, 
Montreal, was opened in October. It is a 
fine addition to your Company’s growing 
number of theatres located in the more im- 
portant shopping centres and downtown 
building complexes across Canada. Our Affil- 
iated Company, United Century Theatres 


Limited, also opened its very modern Twin 
Drive-In Theatre in Windsor, Ontario, in 
October. This theatre is fully equipped for 
year-around operation. We have completed 
negotiations for the lease of a site in the 
Greenfield Shopping Centre outside of Mont- 
real, on which we plan to erect a Dual Audi- 
torium Theatre in the near future. This is 
the largest shopping centre on the South 
shore of the St. Lawrence River across from 
Montreal, and this theatre will give your 
Company representation in this fast grow- 
ing area in which we do not now have any 
theatres. We have also concluded negotia- 
tions for the erection of a Dual Auditorium 
Theatre in the Brentwood Shopping Centre 
in Vancouver, which will be proceeded with 
as soon as the owners of that Centre have 
completed arrangements for the expansion 
of the Centre with the other tenants. Nego- 
tiations for several other theatres in im- 
portant centres across Canada are also 
under way. 


Our various other operations continue to 
make satisfactory progress. At the end of 
September, the Cable T.V. companies in 
which we have an interest were providing 
service for nearly 100,000 subscribers. Metro 
Cable T.V. Limited, an Affiliated Company, 
which is already providing service to more 
than 2,000 subscribers in subdivisions in the 
Toronto area has commenced construction of 
a system in North Toronto which is in- 
tended initially to service the York Mills and 
Forest Hill areas. If public acceptance of the 
service in these areas indicates that there is 
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eh) eS ae $10,989,372 $ 7,993,689 $26,326,055 $21,758,155 
9,017,519 6,691,085 21,944,358 18,596,999 
Ee. LET $ 1,971,853 $ 1,802,604 $ 4,881,697 $ 3,161,156 
ee ee ae ee 233,696 211,249 637,553 545.288 
21,715 15,594 52,795 36,952 
eae RE ae 78,466 87,676 302,148 321,192 
$ 2,305,730 $ 1,617,123 $ 5,374,193 $ 4,067,588 
SS DAREN hea 502,872 270,334 1,083,206 - 789,360 
“ivaes Sh ely eae 97,826 83,667 256,050 201,893 
feordtekil a. Marg ae 746,380 546,989 1,719,637 1.2738 2a7 
$ 1,347,380 $ 900,990 $ 3,058,893 $ 2,264,490 
Ger cn pe $ 958,350 $ 716,133 $ 2,315,300 $ 1,803,098 
CSN ah, MEE eat CA D5 41 p35 1.04 


a potentially profitable market, the service 
will then be expanded to other areas in To- 
ronto. Skyline Cablevision Limited in Ottawa 
is making progress and expects to be serv- 
ing customers early in January. Oshawa 
Cable T.V. has made good progress and is 
now serving subscribers in that area. We 
have also recently joined forces with the 
London Free Press and our Associates in 
London T.V. Cable Service Limited to form 
a new Company, Chatham Cable T.V. 
Limited, which will erect a CATV system in 
Chatham, Ontario, during the spring and 
summer of 1967. 

Those television stations which are affil- 
iated with the CTV network are going 
through a period of adjustment as a greater 
portion of their programming is being pro- 
vided by the network, and they are having 
to share a larger portion of their advertis- 
Ing revenues with the network in order to 
support network programming. However, we 
and others interested in CTV network affil- 
iates, believe that it is important that the 
privately owned television industry should 
do whatever is necessary to see that ade- 
quate support, financial and otherwise, is 
given to this network so that it can compete 
effectively with the Government owned 
C.B.C. and the United States networks. 


Sincerely, 


uN 


President and Managing Director 


